Acute bleeding into a filum terminale ependymoma.
We present a case of a 63-year-old male patient who was admitted to our hospital due to an acute compression syndrome of the cauda equina. He had complained about a sciatica for at least one year. CT-diagnosis appeared to be negative, whereas a lumbar myelogram revealed a complete block at L2/3. Emergency surgery was performed, and an ependymoma of the filum terminale was removed into which it had bled massively. The case is compared to the literature findings. These relate ependymomas in the described region with acute onset more often to symptoms caused by subarachnoid bleeding. Mechanical and/or histopathological factors are discussed as the cause of acute bleeding. Spinal ependymomas represent a rare event compared to other neurosurgical diseases. Even more seldom are tumors of this kind causing an acute cauda equina compression syndrome.